Legislative Priorities for 2009

The Bayonne Bridge-

Top of the list of legislative priorities for calendar year 2009 is the removal of the port’s chief impediment to the prosperity that can be ours and shared with the people in our service area, the Bayonne Bridge.  At the December 2008 NYSA Board of Directors meeting, the board voted overwhelmingly/unanimously (?) to make addressing the Bayonne air draft problem their top priority moving forward.  The process of obtaining the necessary support for the bridge project got underway in earnest shortly after the December board meeting with a NYSA led delegation making a trip to Washington, D.C. to apprise several of the U.S. Congressional representatives from New York and New Jersey of the pressing need for improving the air draft clearance to allow ocean carriers to bring the next generation of vessels to the PONYNJ when the wider and deeper Panama Canal allows for more direct service to the East Coast of the United States in 2014. 
The beginning of 2009 began with NYSA President Frank McDonough’s sending of a letter to the governors of the States of New York and New Jersey detailing the problem as it exists today, how it will impact business in the port in the future, and how the quality of life of the people who live within our service area will be adversely impacted if corrective action is not taken now.  Mr. McDonough has also reached out to the membership of NYSA to join with him in a major letter writing campaign to the governors of New York and New Jersey.  Every member of NYSA member, and every NYSA friend, needs to join in by letting the governors know what removing the air draft constraint of the Bayonne Bridge will mean to your business enterprise, in your own words. 
Dredging-
The need to continue pursue annual appropriations for the Harbor Deepening Project in New York Harbor remains high priority.  Also of growing significance in the area of dredging is the need to have some of the $4 Billion dollars that are sitting in the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund allocated for maintenance dredging activities begin to be spent.  In New York Harbor shoaling in areas of the Harbor Deepening Project is fast becoming an issue threatening to diminish the benefit of resources already invested.  It will be imperative that the maintenance dredging issue be highlighted by the maritime industry, because if the funds are not spent on maintenance dredging they might possibly be spent on other budgetary items in the federal budget.
Port Support Zones (PSZ)

PSZ create segregated zones in close proximity to maritime cargo/terminal operations where a wide variety of port support and freight logistics activities would be located.  Targeted for development into PSZ would be land currently designated as brownfield, Portfield, and Portway properties.  PSZ legislation is NYSA developed.
Liberty Corridor

With the economic recovery discussions in Washington D.C., New York, and New Jersey centering around investment in ready to go infra-structure improvement projects and $100 Million dollars already appropriated for Liberty Corridor Phase I, the outlook appears that there will be shovels in the ground soon on the list of Liberty Corridor Projects so vital to improve the flow of goods movement in and around the port.   With Liberty Corridor Phase II soon to be moving into the planning stages, NYSA is poised to emphasize the focus of the next phase be placed on the needed improvement of rail infra-structure.
Section 5-p. of the Waterfront Commission Charter

Efforts will continue to gain passage of companion legislation in the New York Legislature to amend the Waterfront Commission charter with respect to opening the longshoremen’s register.  Passage of this legislation in New York will allow labor and industry to determine what the adequate manpower level is for port operations.  The legislation would streamline the hiring process by eliminating the need to request permission to hire additional manpower from the commission.  The background check and good character monitoring done by the Waterfront Commission would continue.
Air Quality 
NYSA is working in cooperation with the Port Authority of New York & New Jersey, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, and EPA to develop a comprehensive industry air emission reduction program.  The reduction plan which was voluntarily initiated by NYSA illustrates the priority environmental stewardship occupies in the minds and business practices of our membership.  Look for an early spring unveiling of the program.

Graywater Regulations  

In December of 2008 newly adopted Vessel General Permit regulations were put into effect by the USEPA under the Clean Water Act.  The newly implemented rules on vessel discharges of graywatwer, which were previously exempt under the Clean Water Act, saw new restrictions placed on where and when discharges could occur.  USEPA gave the states the option of adopting EPA’s regulations or their own specific regulations, which if they chose could be more stringent.
The State of New York chose to adopt regulations which would prohibit discharges inside of three nautical miles of the shoreline in the waters of New York.  The New York regulations which will go into effect in January 1, 2012, contain provisions for vessel operators who are unable to comply due to the lack of availability of the technology necessary to cease graywater discharges must apply for an exemption by June 30, 2010.  The NYSA commented in opposition this and other proposed discharge rules. 

The State of New Jersey on the other hand choose to adopt regulations which would prohibit graywater discharges from occurring in the waters of New Jersey, inside of three nautical miles of shoreline which would go into effect on February 6, 2009.  The New Jersey regulations currently do not allow for an extended period of time for vessel operators to retrofit their vessel with adequate graywater storage capacity or any provision for filing for an extension of the compliance deadline.  Given the scope of the impact that the penalties for non-compliance would present to port commerce, NYSA is actively involved in high level talks with New Jersey officials in an effort to forestall the implementation of the new regulations.
Waterfront Access

The State of New Jersey implemented as part of its newly adopted Costal Regulations, requires that anyone seeking to develop within 500 feet of the a waterfront must provide access in the form of waterfront walkways for public.  In the case of waterfront access in areas considered to be critical infrastructure where public access is neither safe nor prudent for matters of security, the regulations require that a sizeable fee be charged to the permit applicant to provide for waterfront access for the public at an off-site location.  NYSA is supporting legislation S-1921/A-2954 (A-2954 passed in the General Assembly in 2008) which will prohibit the NJDEP from mandating public access to tidal waterfront areas adjacent to critical infrastructure or requiring the purchase or improvement of off-site locations for that purpose. Along with other concerned business and industry groups, the sponsors, and legislative leadership, NYSA will be working to see this legislation enacted in 2009.
Federal Legislative Issues

On the legislative priority list for 2009 with regard to federal government issues will be how to best position the PONYNJ to avail the industry to benefit from what the economic stimulus legislation would bring with regard to the movement of freight in, out, and around the port region.  
Climate change and energy as it relates to transportation policy.

The drafting of a new Water Resourced Development Act bill will begin.

Enactment of an exemption for domestic moves from the Harbor Maintenance Tax.
The creation of the Marine Highway Program traffic corridors which complement existing highway and rail networks, to ultimately reduce landside congestion and better protect the environment along the I-95 Corridor.

