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THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS PROVIDED BY THE UNITED
STATES COAST GUARD AND IS PRESENTED HERE VERBATIM:

On Saturday August 11th, the Vessel Traffic Service discontinued the safety re-
quirement for specific transit times for large vessels transiting through the Bergen
Point Zone. This safety restriction was commonly referred to as the "Queue times".

This decision was the result of a comprehensive review of the navigational condi-
tion following the completion of the blasting and dredging project in this area. The
Vessel Traffic Service, working with the pilots, mariners and tug operating compa-
nies, collectively reviewed the potential for the discontinuation of the Queue times.
The consensus achieved during these meetings and discussions are reflected in the
announcement posted on HOMEPORT, in the Waterways Management page for
Sector New York.

Except for large vessels backing-out of New York Container Terminal, there are
today no restrictions on transit times through the Bergen Point Zone. However,
there are still requirements for the utilization of assisting tugboats through the
area.

The United States Coast Guard Vessel Traffic Service of Sector New York recog-
nizes the magnitude of our responsibility for both the safery of shipping within the
Port of New York and New Jersey and the economic efficiency of our port-partners
operating within the port. Our focus on safety and efficiency of maritime opera-
tions supports the growth and reliability of commercial operators who depend
upon the predictable and unfettered operations that the Port has achieved. This
reputation of safety and reliability for marine operations and navigational access is
a well earned reputation that is preciously guarded by the Vessel Traffic Service of
Sector New York.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide you insight into our operations support-
ing the safe and efficient use of the waters of the Port of New York and New

Jersey.







